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the herd was infected with cholera when vaccinated, even though they appeared all right at the time. A herd badly affected with necro, flu or worms might come down sick with cholera after being treated and the serum blamed for the loss.
Virus or late breaks refer to losses that occur several weeks or months after the herd was double-treated. In many cases they are very difficult to explain to the owner's satisfaction. The virus may not have been potent and, as a result, the herd was only singly treated. The serum protected them for some time, but later the infection reached the herd and some of the pigs became infected and died. In both serum and virus breaks the entire herd should be treated again with liberal doses of serum alone.
Abscesses or swellings containing pus are sometimes encountered a few days after vaccination. If this trouble is general throughout the herd, it indicates very careless work, usually pointing to dirty instruments, contaminated serum, soiled needles, or the practice of allowing the pigs to run in muddy lots after they are vaccinated. Abscesses always mean infection and the presence of pus is certain proof of a dirty operation. It is usual for the operator to blame the serum and, as a result, most serum manufacturers are besieged with such complaints during the summer months. The owner is assured that serum is blameless in most cases unless it is carelessly handled during the vaccination. It should never be poured from the bottle into a bowl, because it usually becomes soiled with dust and dirt and frequently leads to abscess formation., Keep the serum and instruments clean, place the herd on clean pastures after they are treated, and abscesses will be conspicuous by their absence. When abscesses occur, they should be opened with a sharp knife and drained.
Treatment of suckling pigs
There appears to be some misunderstanding about immunity in suckling pigs. It is generally stated that